
          
 
 
 

INTERLOCK FAIR PLAY 
Mini soccer is about FAIR PLAY AND PLAYER DEVELOPMENT, this document is a guideline for coaches 
and parents to help encourage a passion for the sport of soccer in youngest of players.  
 
Discourage rough play--make sure players and parents know this is not acceptable behaviour. Elbowing 
and pushing are not part of soccer, BREAK THE HABIT NOW.  
 
Encourage fair play--on corner kicks and throw ins take 10 steps back-even in the big leagues players are 
required to stand a set distance away from a player making a throw in or corner kick. 
 -on goal kicks the opposing team should stand at the half way mark until the ball is kicked into play.  
 -scoring is fun but encourage full player development-put emphasis on passing and positioning. When 
players come off the field give positive feedback on these elements, all too often the only thing we hear 
is "nice goal" or "good shot". 
 -manage playing time-we know it is difficult to have every player on the field for the exact same length 
of time each game. There are some players that want to come off early and some that never want to 
come off. Do your best to manage this and let the parents know that you are doing your best to perform 
this balancing act while coaching at the same time.  
 
Educate the parent-get your parents to learn the rules of soccer, the more educated the parent the 
better the chance of support.  
-encourage the parents to cheer for the players and leave the coaching for you.  
-many parents call for penalty shots. There are no direct free kicks or penalty kicks in mini soccer.  
-remind parents this is mini soccer and not the MLS.  
 
Develop young referees-U9/U10 referees are first year referees and can be easily intimidated and upset.  
-please respect their decisions and encourage them.  
-no yelling at referees by coaches, parents and players.  
-if you have concerns about a referee please contact your referee coordinator, do not discuss directly 
with the referee.  
 
PLAY FORMAT  

U7 GIRLS – 4v4 including goalie (20 min halves)  

U8 GIRLS/BOYS – 4v4 including goalie (25 min halves)  

U9 GIRLS/BOYS – 7v7 including goalie (25 min halves)  

U10 BOYS - 7v7 including goalie (25 min halves)  
 
For further information on Mini Girls/Boys Interlock Play you can contact: 
 GAC Executive Director Mini Program from our Executive Page 

“Play Hard <> Play Smart <> Play Fair” 

http://www.guildfordac.com/executive_list.php

